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H 4965. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2903

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Represent ati ves Tal cot t, Qual I, Cox, Curtis, Roach, Orcutt,
Hol myui st, Wods, Shabro, Ericksen, Anderson, Serben, N xon, Haler,
McCune, Haigh, Sunp, Priest, Arnstrong, Santos, Hi nkle, Strow,
Newhouse and Rodne)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to making reforns necessary to inprove student
academ c achi evenent; and anendi ng RCW 28A. 655. 200.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A. 655. 200 and 2005 c¢ 217 s 2 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

(1) ((Fhe—tegtstature—Hnds—that—the—mandatory—normrelerenced

learning.)) In the absence of nmandatory, statew de, normreferenced
assessnents, the legislature intends to permt school districts to
offer normreferenced assessnents ((at—the—distriets—oewn—expense
and) ), make diagnostic tools avail abl e ((t+hat—previde—inforration—that

s at least as valuable as the information elimnated under chapter
237 —taws—eF+—2005)), and provide funding for diagnostic assessnents for

early intervention before the high school Washington assessnent of
student | earning.

(2) In addition to the diagnostic assessnents provided under
subsection (5) of this section, school districts may, at their own
expense, adm nister normreferenced assessnents to students.
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(3) By Septenber 1, 2005, subject to available funds, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction shall post on its web site for
voluntary use by school districts, a guide of diagnostic assessnents.
The assessnents in the guide, to the extent possible, shall include the
characteristics listed in subsection (4)((a)—threugh—{e})) of this
section.

(4) ((By Septenber 1, 2006, subject to the availability of anounts
appropratedior—this—speetfe—purpose)) Beqginning Septenber 1, 2007,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall make
avai l abl e to school districts diagnostic assessnents that help inprove
student | earning. To the greatest extent possible, the assessnents
shal | be:

(a) Aligned to the state's grade | evel expectations;

(b) I'ndividualized to each student's perfornmance | evel;

(c) Adm nistered efficiently to provide results either imrediately
or within two weeks;

(d) Capable of neasuring individual student growh over tinme and
allowi ng student progress to be conpared to other students across the
country; ((and))

(e) Readily available to parents; and

(f) Cost-effective.

(5) Beginning with the 2006-07 school year, the superintendent of
public instruction shall reinburse school districts, from funds
appropriated for this purpose, for admnistration of diagnostic
assessnents in grades nine and ten for the purpose of identifying
academ c weaknesses and devel oping targeted instructional strategies to
assi st students before the high school Wshington assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(6) The office of the superintendent of public instruction is
encouraged to offer at ((thet+)) statewwde and regional staff
devel opment activities training opportunities that would assist
practitioners in:

(a) The interpretation of diagnostic assessnents; and

(b) Application of instructional strategies that wll increase
student | earning based on diagnostic assessnent data.

~-- END ---
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